
      Reading Guide at 
Horn’s Mill 

 
 

Hello!                                                   
This is a short guide to everything reading in Reception at Horn’s 

Mill. This week your child will be sent home with their new reading 

log. On the inside cover of the log, there is some guidance about 

Reading at Horn’s Mill. This guide gives you all some further 

information on how best to support your child’s reading journey at 

home, with links to guidance videos and recommended resources  

 

 

Library Books…                                           
Library books are chosen independently by your child from our class 

library. This book is to be read/shared together as a family during story 

time at home. While reading, encourage your child to use the 

illustrations to gain understanding of the narrative of the text. Ensure 

lots of discussion takes place about the story, make predictions 

together, discuss new vocabulary and ask your child simple questions 

about what has been read. Most importantly – make it fun!  

Useful resources to have at home…   
There are a few resources that would be useful to have at home to 

support your child’s reading.                             

Flashcards – perfect for identifying set 1 sounds and to support 

sounds-blending at home. https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/product/read-

write-inc-home-phonics-flashcards-9780198386711/                               

Handwriting Phrases – Your child will be taught to form letters using 

the handwriting phrases below. Having a copy of these at home to 

support your child would be most helpful for them  

 

Book changing days…  

Monday – Library books 

Tuesday & Friday – 

Individual reading books  
(when ready for these) 

Also… 

Please ensure your child’s 

reading log & books are 

always in their book bag. We 

always read with children in 

school, so it is really helpful to 

have everything available in 

their bag.  

Thank you for your support  

 

 

 

Phonics…                                                                                    
In Reception, children will have a daily phonics session to enable them to learn to read.  Children are assessed 

regularly and regrouped as appropriate. We deliver phonics teaching using the programme Read Write Inc, 

which the children call ‘Ready Steady Read’. Children begin their reading journey in Reception, by using their 

listening ears to identify the initial sounds in words and to oral blend sounds together to hear a word e.g. c-a-t 

= cat. During Ready Steady Read, children call this ‘Fred Talk’. Children also begin to learn the first phase of 

sounds, known as Set 1 sounds (list below). The pronunciation of sounds is extremely important at this stage 

of your child’s reading journey and ‘pure sounds’ should always be used. The video below gives guidance to 

the correct pronunciation of sounds. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q   

Your child will be ready to blend sounds together to read words once they begin to recall the first group of set 

1 sounds.  This video below will give guidance on how to support sound-blending at home. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyFikwNQTg  
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