Believe, Inspire, Flourish

About Us!
“The head teacher has high expectations of herself, staff and pupils. Her
enthusiasm for learning and high aspirations are shared by staff and governors.
They are reflected in the school’s motto, Believe, inspire and flourish.”
OFSTED Feb 2019

Message from the Head teacher...
Welcome to Horn’s Mill Primary School.
Our school is a happy, caring place to learn with
seven classes and Horn’s Mill Pre-School on site.
We are continually striving for excellence,
celebrating diversity and provide an exciting and
enriching curriculum for our children. We are
passionate about meeting the individual needs of
all of our pupils, and they tell us every day that
they enjoy coming to school!!
We are proud of our ethos, and our motto “Believe, Inspire, Flourish” captures this
perfectly. At Horn’s Mill, we aim to do the best we can to help you feel welcome at
our school at all times, and have a genuine open door policy for our families.
We hope this booklet provides you with the information you need, but feel free to
contact us should you need any other questions answered.

School Details:
Horn’s Mill Primary School
Denbigh Close
Helsby
WA6 0ED
Tel 01244 259680
www.hornsmill.cheshire.sch.uk
@HMillSchool on Twitter
Office:
Head Teacher:

Head Teacher
Mrs Sharon Wyatt

admin@hornsmill.cheshire.sch.uk
head@hornsmill.cheshire.sch.uk

Deputy Head
Mrs Kelly Jobber

The School Day
Reception and Key Stage 1
8.40am – 3.00pm
Key Stage 2
8.30am – 3.15pm

Morning Challenges
The main doors open at 8.40am every morning. Whoever brings your child to
school is very welcome to stay for some shared time in the classroom until 8.50am.
This provides an opportunity for you to speak to the class teacher or to look and
share in what your child is learning. Our playground is supervised from 8.30am for
Key Stage 2 children should you need to drop your child off a little earlier.

Collecting children from school
It is school policy that you must inform the school office or class teacher if someone
other than yourself is collecting your child from school. It can be a very stressful
time for a child if they are unsure who is collecting them. We will ensure that once
we have been informed of the changes that your child is too. For safeguarding
reasons, we do not release children to unfamiliar adults and therefore you will be
contacted by the school office.

Attendance
Regular attendance at school is vital to help children achieve and get the best possible
start in life. It supports children to make strong friendship groups and feel part of a
class. Progress in education is hindered when children do not attend school regularly,
so attendance is monitored very closely at our school. Holidays in term time are not
authorised unless specific criteria are met.
We appreciate that children often develop coughs and colds but we suggest you do not
keep them off school for these minor illnesses, we will always inform you if your child is
not coping once they are in school and ask you to come and collect them. However, if
they have a temperature they should not come to school. Also, for any episodes of
sickness and diarrhea, they are required to remain at home for 48 hours.

When your child is ill
If your child is unwell, it is essential to let us know on the first day of illness either in
person or by telephoning 01244 259680 then pressing 1 to leave a message before
8.30am. Pupils with appointments at hospitals or clinics during school time must be
collected by the parent from the school office, you will be required to show the
appointment letter and sign your child out, however wherever possible, appointments
should be made outside the school day. If the appointment is within school time we
would advise you to bring your child in to receive their mark then continue on to the
appointment.
Only minor medication may be administered in school and these must be prescribed by
a doctor. Please consult Mrs Christine Lindsay, our First Aid and Medicines leader,
should you require such medication to be given. Medication will be stored safely in a
locked drawer or cupboard and administered in line with the school’s policy.
It is important that the school knows about any medical conditions which may affect
your child’s learning. For example, we need to be aware of eye and ear defects, asthma,
allergies etc. Please talk to your child’s class teacher should any of these situations arise.

“There is a ‘Family Feel’ in the whole school – everyone looks out for everyone.”
YEAR 2 PARENT (JULY 2019)

Emergency contact
From time to time accidents occur or children become ill when they are in school. It is
important that the school has an address and contact number(s) where parents can be
reached in an emergency. Please inform the school if there is any change in your
contact details

School Uniform
The school uniform helps us promote a sense of belonging and unity within the school. All
the children at Horn’s Mill are asked to wear the following.


Grey or Black trousers/skirt



White / Red or Grey polo shirt



Red sweatshirt or cardigan with the school logo



Red gingham dresses during the summer months



Black Shoes or Completely Black Trainers
(no coloured markings or soles)

All school uniform, PE kit, bookbags, PE bags are available on line at
www.uniformityschools.com.
Children often have no regard for where they leave their clothing so it is vital that all
clothing is clearly marked with the child’s name. This will save distress for the children,
yourselves and staff.

P.E. Kit
For health and safety reasons we require children to bring a change of clothing for P.E.
and games. It is helpful if a suitable bag is provided to hold these items. All clothing should
be clearly marked with the child’s name. For P.E children should bring the following:
Jewellery



Plain black shorts



Red t-shirt with logo



Trainers or pumps for when PE is
outside which we encourage as much
as possible – weather permitting!

One pair of stud earrings and a watch
may be worn. No other jewellery should
be worn. Following Local Authority
guidelines, all jewellery must be removed
by the child when participating in any
physical education, so we encourage no
jewellery at all on PE days.

Our Curriculum
We firmly believe in enjoyment and motivation being at the heart of the curriculum we
offer to our children. We do our utmost to ensure that we link children’s learning
together in order to make it purposeful.
The outdoor environment is an important area of learning
for our children and we are very keen that we make the
most of our wonderful grounds. We have a fabulous wooded
area, field, poly tunnel, pond and wildlife garden which we
use readily with all classes to support all curriculum areas.
It is vital therefore, that children bring an appropriate coat
every day and have sturdy shoes.

At Horn’s Mill Primary School, the children are at the
heart of every decision we make. We believe that every child
is entitled to the very best education that we can provide.
We offer an enriched curriculum with high quality learning
experiences - leading to a consistently high level of pupil
achievement, emotional and spiritual awareness and
aesthetic appreciation. Working together with parents and
carers, a superb range of experiences are designed to
prepare each child for the next stage of education and the
challenges of growing up.
We aim to encourage all children to develop not only their
academic abilities to the full, but also any special interests
such as music, drama, sport, art and much more. Our
purpose is to ensure that every child has the best education
possible. Our children are invited to attend residential visits
in Year 2, 4 and 6.

We use regular assemblies to provide a moral framework for
the children and to help to establish the ethos of the school.
Good work and excellent behaviour are celebrated in
Celebration Assemblies each Friday, to which families are
invited. Religious Education is also taught at a class level.
The children in our Reception class follow the Foundation Stage Curriculum offering
them experiences and opportunities that lead naturally into the National
Curriculum programmes of study. We are proud to have three chickens and Raz,
our school dog, as part of our school family!

A varied selection of extra-curricular activities are offered after school. These are run
by school staff and local companies. The timetable is sent out termly and advertised
on our website

Whole school visit to Chester Zoo - December 2017

“A very friendly and welcoming school, couldn’t ask for a better environment for our
child to learn!”
TEAM 5 PARENT (JULY 2019)

All parents receive Curriculum Overviews at the beginning of each term so that they
know the topics that are to be studied and suggestions are given about how support
can be provided at home. These can also be found on our website along with other
curriculum details. Exciting and practical, Home Learning is provided in various forms
each half term, with a focus on basic skills and predominantly reading.

Parents are encouraged to discuss their children's work informally with the class
teacher each day, and more formally at Parents' Meetings which are held each
term. More regular “Catch up and Cake” afternoons are held in Reception for
parents to contribute to children’s Learning Journeys.

“The wider elements of the school are brilliant and I love the opportunities provided for
the children; water fights, trips to park, Team 6 Buddies, raising money, reward
systems…”
TEAM 6 PARENT (JULY 2019)

Ready Steady Read (Phonics)
At Horn’s Mill Primary School and indeed the Pre School, children begin the early
stages of reading using the Read Write Inc programme from Oxford University Press.
www.oxfordprimary.co.uk.
Ready Steady Read, as we call the programme, consists of a set of progressive reading
books which are based around the 44 sounds children need to learn to help them read.
When they first start school, the reception children will work in groups learning new
sounds and practising blending the sounds together.
When they know enough sounds and can blend them together enough to enable them to
read a simple book, they will start on the story books and undertake a variety of fast
paced and exciting reading and writing activities based on this story.
Children will also bring books home to share (before they are reading themselves) and
this will lead up to them bringing home the first book to read to you as parents/carers,
when they are ready. At this early stage in their lives, all children develop at different
rates and it is important not to compare your child with others. They all get there in
the end!!

Water Bottles
The children have access to fresh water all day. Please can you ensure your child brings
a dishwasher proof water bottle that is clearly labelled. Bottles will remain in school and
are regularly washed in the dishwasher to ensure utmost hygiene.

Toilets
There are toilets situated in each of the bays in our school. The children have free
access to them all day. It would be very helpful if you could encourage the children to
be aware of their own personal hygiene by practising undoing and doing up their own
clothes, flushing the toilets, learning how to use a urinal, washing their hands and
coming to terms with an electric hand dryer!! (This can sometimes be scary!!)

Parents as Partners
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is
success.”

HENRY FORD

The home learning environment plays a huge role in helping children to feel safe, secure,
happy and excited to learn. We at Horn’s Mill feel passionate about making strong links
with our families and involving you in our school life as much as possible. We use
Twitter regularly so that you can see what is going on day to day in school and
fortnightly newsletters also support excellent communication.

“I could not be happier with the school and staff. I feel that you genuinely care about
the children, that concerns are taken seriously and that we’re building a really lovely
community.”
TEAM 2 AND 4 PARENT (JULY 2019)

We have a very active Parent/Teacher Association which is
called the ‘Friends’ of Horn’s Mill. They meet every couple
of months and work hard to raise funds to provide
additional resources for our children.

Most recently they

have funded a 15 additional iPads and a full class set of
laptops for the children. New members are always
welcome.

Reception - Family Visit to Delamere Forest - October 2019

Admissions
If you would like a place at Horn‘s Mill for your child, please apply on line at
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions.
If you are unable to apply on line, please contact Mrs Jenna Farrelly at the school office
who will be happy to help.
School Admissions address:
Cheshire West and Chester Council,
Wyvern House,
The Drumber,
Winsford,
CW7 1AH
Helpdesk:
Tel: 0300 123 7039
Fax: 01606 288793
Email: admissions@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

We hope you have found this booklet useful.
If you require any further information or have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to ask. We are very much looking forward to working with you!

